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Executive Summary  
The Electric Underfloor Heating Alliance (EUHA) has closely followed the work of the 
European Commission in the definition of regulatory possibilities which are to develop 
Ecodesign Lot 20. 
 
The Members of the Alliance welcome the idea of maintaining the exclusion of electric room 
heaters from the labelling scheme and the adoption of minimum efficiency standards as a 
feasible and appropriate alternative to a multi-fuel energy label. This new approach, widely 
supported during the Lot 15&20 Consultation Forum of 20 September, offers the most cost 
effective way to drive the industry towards higher efficiency standards and energy savings. 
 
The Alliance is committed to continue working closely with the European Commission in the 
definition and deployment of this proposal for energy reduction in heating products. 

 

A multi-fuel labelling approach has proven to be inappropriate from 

a market and environmental perspective 

The Alliance has been and continues to be supportive of the work carried out by the 

European Commission in the development of all Tasks of ENER LOT 20, being a particular 

advocate of the deployment of measures aiming at strengthening the role of control systems, 

which are to improve energy efficiency and in turn reduce negative impacts on the 

environment.  

However, the Alliance’s Members have already stated their concern over the European 

Commission’s last minute consideration of a multi-fuel energy label. The reasons why this 

approach would not positively contribute to the achievement of energy savings can be 

summarised as follows: From a consumer perspective, a multi-fuel approach does not lead 

to a logical fuel switching within the ‘local room heater’ category. From an environmental 

point of view, it hinders innovation by giving no incentives to producers to improve the 

efficiency of their products. 

The exclusion of Electric Room Heaters from the labelling scheme 

and the adoption of Minimum Efficiency Standards accompanied by 

an installer commissioning certificate is the most appropriate 

approach 

The Alliance bears in mind the European Commission’s objective of providing a proposal 

with full political consistency in line with the development of the Ecodesign Directive and 

welcomes the idea of maintaining the exclusion of Electric Room Heaters from the 

Energy Label regulation scope. This idea was broadly supported during the Consultation 



 

 
 
 
 
 

Forum on Lot 15 and Lot 20 that took place in Brussels on the 20th of September and it is 

perceived by the Alliance as a consensus-based alternative which adequately serves the 

objective of energy savings.  

Given the predominant role that installers play in assembling and programming underfloor 

heating systems, the real efficacy of a labelling scheme would be diminished as it would not 

necessarily reflect the efficiency of the installation while it is unlikely to promote consumer 

behavioural changes.  

Furthermore, controller option selection, a decision often independent of heater selection, 

impacts the efficiency of the complete system to a greater extent than other factors.  

Therefore, a holistic approach encompassing minimum system efficiency standards to be 

applied to control systems and validated by the installer, would achieve a far greater 

energy saving deliverable. The Alliance sees scope for the development of an installation 

validation process to ensure system optimisation of the installed products. This could 

consist of an easy use tick box exercise which should ensure that the efficiency of the 

complete installation is guaranteed, in particular when different appliances are employed.  

In order to achieve a proper definition of the mentioned efficiency standard criteria and to 

ensure the appropriate expansion of the Ecodesign requirements, the Alliance supports and 

cooperates with the work of the European Committee of Domestic Equipment Manufacturers 

(CECED). 

Several benefits are available as criteria become clearer and 

objectives more practicable 

The Alliance is very much supporting the idea that this new approach is the way forward 

and its Members anticipate great market transformation opportunities as manufacturers 

would face clear criteria and incentives to pursue energy efficiency improvements, 

mainly through innovation. The focus on Minimum Efficiency Standards promises to be a 

far greater lever in nurturing energy efficiency in electrical heating solutions, leading to a 

thriving culture of product development in the area of system control which in turn would lead 

to a more sustainable electric underfloor heating sector. 

The Alliance remains supportive of the extensive work done by the European Commission 

and will continue to promote electric underfloor heating as a solution for todays and 

tomorrows energy and environmental challenges. Its Members are determined to maintain 

their commitment to rolling-out high standard control systems for a more efficient heat output 

and energy use. 

The Electric Underfloor Heating Alliance - EUHA - is a formal group of manufacturers united 

to promote the interests of the product sector within a new electrified smart grid 

infrastructure.  The group promotes the adoption of higher efficiency electric underfloor 

heating systems, providing primary and secondary comfort heating in low energy demand 

buildings.   


